Padma Shri

SMT. TAKDIRA BEGAM

Smt. Takdira Begam is an artisan of Kantha embroidery from Birbhum District of
West Bengal.

2. Born on 13"November, 1953, Smt. Begam did her schooling from Bhedia Girls' High
School. As she belonged to a poor family, she was not able to continue with her further
studies. She utilized her leisure time working with needle and thread and having a keen
interestin the same, she continued doing so at her in-law's house also.

3. Kantha hand embroidery changed Smt. Begam's way of living. She used to directly
draw the design on the cloth by means of pencil and then work on that with needle and
thread. Later she started making designs on tracing paper and then transferring the same
onto the desired product and finally doing the threadwork.

4. Smt. Begam has dedicated her entire work to Central Cottage Industries Emporium
which is an undertaking of Ministry of Textiles, Government of India. She also works with the
Taj Hotel Group, Paramparik Karigar and Dastkar which demonstrates her Kantha Work.

5. For the last 30 years, Smt. Begam has been imparting regular training to the rural
women and girls living in and around her village. Till date she has trained almost 250 to 300
craftsperson of younger generation. The rural women are also reaping the benefits from her
training as most of them have already become self-sufficient to support their family
expenditure and also came out of their debt traps.

6. Smt. Begam has also received many certificates for participating in workshops like The
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Vastu Sangrahalaya in Mumbai, Kamla Raheja Vidyanidhi
Institute for Architecture in Mumbai, Sophia College for women, Mumbai and also in IITC,
Mumbai. Her other participations include The Special Exhibition for Celebration of Golden
Jubilee of Indian Independence held at Dilli Haat, New Delhi in 1997; The Indian Handicrafts
and Gift Fair, Greater Noida in 2014; Banga Sanskrit Utsav, Kalyani, West Bengal in 2007 and
Design and Technical Development Workshop Project in 2013. She has also attended many
national and international exhibitions such as Dubai Festival in Dubai (2002), AFL Artigiano In
Fiera, Italy (2006), Budapest International Fair, Hungary (2010) and the 4"Indexpo Muscat
(2011). Apart from this, every year she participates in Handicrafts Exhibitions such as The
Master creation Exhibition, Paramparik Karigar Exhibition and Dastakar Exhibition, New
Delhi.

7. Smt. Begam has received many awards and rewards for her flawless beautiful hand
work and designs and has also been credited with many citations from various government
and non-government organizations. She received the State Award in 1995-1996 and The
National Merit Certificate in 1995; Government of India conferred on her the National Award
Certificate in 1996 and The Shilp Guru Award in 2009.
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